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To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Pontefract. 


Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information 
and  consideration  a  Report  on  the  Health  and  Health  Services  of 
the  Borough  during  the  year  1954* 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Borough, 

Housing  and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supplies, 
is  complementary  to  this  Report. 

For  your  information  certain  details  of  the  personal 
health  services  administered  by  the  County  Council  are 
included. 


I  am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health* 


PONTEFRACT  BOROUGH 


MEMBERS  OP  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  -  1954 
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Aid.  J.  Rhodes 
Aid.  W.  Ryder,  J.P. 

Cr.  J.  Blackburn,  O.B.E. 

Cr.  T.P.  Brindley,  O.B.E. ,  J.P. 

Cr.  R.  Cunningham 

Cr .  J . H .  Masterman 

Cr.  G-.E.  Poppleton 

Cr.  A.  Smith 

Cr.  J.  Walton 

Cr.  T.A.  Ward 


PART  ONE 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS, 

Area  of  the  Borough:  4,865  acres 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  civilian  population:  23,440 

Number  of  inhabited  houses(end  of  1954)according  to 

Rate  books:  7,311 

Rateable  Value:  1954  -  £150,256 

Sum  Represented  by  penny  rate:  1954  -  £561 

VITAL  STATISTICS*  (Registrar-General's  -  Registered  during  the 

year) 

The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding  ones  for  1953* 
BIRTHS. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

214 

(19°) 

201  (198) 

415  (388) 

Illegitimate 

18 

(  71 

8(9). 

26  (  16) 

Total 

232 

(197 )  - 

209  ( 207 )  ' 

441  (404) 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population  18.8  (17.9) 
Percentage  of  illegitimate  births  5.9  (3*96) 

Still  Births.  Male.  Female.  Total. 


Legitimate 

5  (9) 

14  (5 

19 

U 

Illegitimate 

1  (-) 

1  (-) 

2 

(-  ) 

Total 

6(9) 

15  (5) 

21 

(14) 

Rate  per  1,000  total(live  and  still)  births:  45*5  (33.5)  - 
Rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population  0.89  (0.62) 
DEATHS.  Male .  Female.  Total. 


All  age  groups. 

149  (2U) 

96  (156) 

245  (367) 

Infants  under  1  yr. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

7  (12) 

8  (7) 

15  (19) 

Illegitimate 

1  (-  ) 

-  (1) 

1  (  1) 

Total 

8  (12)  ■ 

'  8  (8) 

16  (20) 

Maternal  Deaths. 


NIL  (NIL) 


«•» 


-  8  - 


Death  Rates. 


General  rate  per  1,000  population 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births 

Maternal  deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 


following  Table. 


10.5 

(16.2) 

36.3 

(49.5) 

34.01 

(48.9) 

38. 46 

(62.5) 

NIL 

(NIL) 

.  the 

You  may  remember  that  in  my  last  year's  report  I  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  we  had  to  show  an  inflated  death  rate 
due  to  the  fact  that  all  deaths  occurring  at  Northgate  Lodge  and 
the  Headlands  Hospital  had  to  be  included.  The  matter  was  taken 
up  with  the  Registrar-General  who  has  now  agreed  that  while  deaths 
occurring  at  Northgate  Lodge  must  be  shown,  those  occurring  at  the 
Headlands  Hospital  may  be  transferred  to  the  area  in  which  the 
patient  was  normally  resident.  The  result  of  this  has  been  a 
considerable  reduction  in  our  death  rate,  bringing  it  down  to  a 
level  comparable  with  those  of  1944  to  1951* 


TABLE  I. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

5 

1 

6 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases. 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

5 

2 

7 

|  Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung  Bronchus 

7 

1 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms 

13 

10 

23 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

2 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

16 

13 

34 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

25 

8 

33 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

Other  heart  diseases 

25 

20 

45 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

2 

2 

4 

Pneumonia 

5 

5 

10 

Influenza 

1 

M 

1 

Bronchitis 

17 

10 

27 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

3 

4 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

_ 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

y 

8 

17 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

— 

4 

All  other  accidents 

3 

1 

4 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

diarrhoea 

- 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

1 

Meningococcal  Infections 

1 

— 

1 

149 

96 

245 

-■ 


- 


. 
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£he  local  death  rate  during  the  past  16  years  is 
shown  in  the  following  Table. 


Years,  Death  Rate, 


1938  -  194C 

13.1 

1941  -  1943 

12.2 

1944  -  1946 

10.8 

1947  -  1949 

10.0 

1950 

10.9 

1951 

10.5 

1952 

14.7 

1953 

16.2 

1954 

10.5 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  following  table  giyes  causes  of  infant  deaths, 
during  the  year  1954,  classified  into  age  groups. 


TABLE  XI. 


Cause  of 

Death. 

Age  Groun 

s. 

iAll  ages 

f under  1  yr. 

Under 

1  wk. 

1- 

2 

2- 

3 

'■'0^ 

1  +> 

H 1  £5 

mth 

6-9 

mth 

[9-1 2  ■ 

mths 

M. 

F. 

!  Tot. 

3roncho  pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Meningocoooal 

I/Ieningitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

j 

1 

- 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  heart 

i 

disease 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Bronchitis 

and  Emphysema 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

Prematurity 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

3 

4 

7 

Hepatitis 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital 

■atelectasis 

2 

- 

- 

— 

I 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Respiratory 
Obstruction  & 
Malignant  nasal 
tumour 

1 

■ 

mmm 

1 

1 

-  . 

9 

l±j 

— 

1 

2 

2  | 

1 

- 

8 

8 

16  '1 

■ 

..... 


. 
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COMPARISON  OP  PONTEFRACT  Vim  STATISTICS  WITH  OTHER  WEST 

-rTew  m(mm;  7jnr 


m^nd  w  toes;' 


Ponte¬ 

fract 

Borough 

Aggregate 
West  Rid¬ 
ing  Urban 
Districts. 

pTosT — 

Riding 

Admin. 

County 

England  & 
Wales  (pro 
visional 
figures) . 

BIRTH  RATE 

(per  1,000  estimated 

population) 

18.8 

14.7 

15.1 

15.2 

DEATH  RATE 

(per  1,000  estimated 

population) 

All  Causes. 

10.5 

12.7 

11.9 

11.3 

Infective  &  Para.  Dis. 
excl.  Tub.  but  incl. 
Syph.  and  other  V.D. 

0.£3 

0.07 

0.08 

* 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

0.26 

0.18 

0.16 

0.16 

Tuberculosis 

Other 

NIL 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

Tuberculosis 

All  Forms 

0.26 

0.19 

0.18 

0.18 

Cancer 

1.75 

2.12 

2.01 

2.04 

Vascular  Lesions  of 
the  Nervous  System 

1.45 

2.03 

1.84 

# 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

3.63 

4.88 

4.54 

* 

Respiratory  Diseases 

1.71 

1.27 

1.22 

* 

Maternal  Mortality 
(per  1,000  live  and 
still  births) 

NIL 

1 

1 

0.80 

0.89 

0.69 

Infant  Mortality 

36.3 

28.3 

28.0 

25.5 

Still  Births 
(per  1,000  live  and 
still  births) 

45.5  1 

I 

i 

—  — — —  .  ... .. 

26.6 

| 

I 

25.9 

23.4 

*  figures  not  available. 


' 
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PARI  TWO 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  incidence  of 
notifiable  diseases  (other  than,  tuberculosis). 


TABLE  IV, 


......  .  .  ... 

Jan/ 

Mar 

Apl/ 

Jun 

Jul/ 

Sep 

Oot/ 

Dec 

Tot, 

Deaths 

No,  of  cases 
admitted  to 
hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

9 

6 

3 

28 

- 

19 

Whooping 

Cough 

4 

4 

10 

15 

33 

- 

4 

Measles 

2 

1 

1 

94 

96 

- 

10 

Pneumonia 

6 

6 

1 

6 

19 

1 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

1 

3 

4 

1 

9 

- 

1 

Food 

Poisoning 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

Chicken-pox 

17 

47 

36 

17 

117 

- 

8 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

— 

1 

.. 

1 

— 

1 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Meningococcal 

Infection, 

1 

. ! 

1 

1 

1 

41 

72 

60 

137 

310 

2 

46 

Diphtheria, 


No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year. 


. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  Table  summarises  particulars  contained 
in  the  Register  of  tuberculous  persons, 

TABLE  V. 


Number  of  cases  in 
Register: 

- - 

Respiratory 

M.  P. 

Non-Re  spiratory 

M.  E. 

Total 
in  Re¬ 
sister 

At  the  commencement 
of  1954 

98 

84 

17 

25 

224 

Notified  for  the  first 
time  during  1954 

12 

8 

- 

2 

22 

Transfers 

.5 

3 

- 

1 

9 

Removed  from  Register 

-14 

7 

- 

3 

24 

At  the  end  of  1954 

101 

88 

17 

25 

231 

The  reasons  for  removal  of  cases  from  the  Register  are 
given  in  the  following  Table, 

TABLE  VI. 


Entries  relating  to: 

Respiratory 

M  E 

Non-Re spiratory 

M  E 

Total. 

Persons  who  have  died 

9 

2 

— 

— 

11 

Persons  certified  by 
the  medical  practi¬ 
tioner  in  attendance 
to  have  recovered 

2 

2 

- 

3 

7 

Persons  who  have 
ceased  to  reside 
permanently  in  the 

3 

3 

- 

- 

6 

district 

14 

7 

- 

3 

24 

In  the  following  Table  new  cases  and  mortality  are 
classified  according  to  age,  sex  and  site  of  the  disease. 


TABLE  VII. 


Age  Periods 

- "TOT  "“'"CSSES. - - 

- : - EES! 

ms: - 

Respiratory 

M  E 

Non-Re sp* 

M  P 

Respiratory 

M  E 

Non-Re sp. 

M  P 

Under  5 

1 

i 

1 

-  ■ 

Under  15 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Under  25 

2 

2 

•** 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Under  35 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Under  45 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Under  55 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Under  65 

1 

— 

— 

«■» 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65 

3 

turn 

“  .. 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

12 

8 

_ 

_ 

2 

9 

2 

- 

. 


. 
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National  Assistance  Act  -  Section  47 » 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  deal  with  any  patients 
under  the  above  act* 


Part  III 


COUNTY  COUNCIL 
OF  THE 

WEST  RIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE 


DIVISION  12. 


Pontefract  Municipal  Borough 
Featherstone  Urban  Distriot 
Knottingley  Urban  District 
Oegoldcross  Rural  District 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

1954 


BY 

J.F.  FRASER 


M.B.,  B*S.,  D.P.H.j  D.Obst. ,  RcC.O»G* 


Divisional  Staff  at  31*12.54. 


Divisional  Medical  Officer: 

J.F.  FRASER,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  D.Obst. ,  R.C.O.G. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  & 

School  Medical  Officers. 

G.M.  Mayhall,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.O.P. 

J.C.  White,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

D.C.H. 


Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses: 


Miss  E.M.  Atkinson 
Mrs.  P.M.  Brice 
Miss  B.N.  Kennington 
Mrs.  A.  Merton 


Mi s  s  M . H .  0  sb  o  rne 
Miss  B.K.  Porter 
Miss  E.A.  Ross 
Miss  H.  Theobald 
Mr s •  M . K .  Wal sh 


Assistant  Health  Visitors: 

Miss  L.O.I.  Day 

Mrs.  A.  Williams  Mrs.  J.K.  Smith  ( Clinic' Nurse) 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor: 

Mrs.  E.W.  Petch 


Midwives: 


Miss 

K. 

Ault 

Mrs. 

A.  Pritchard 

Mrs. 

f 

A  tack 

Mrs. 

A.M.  Randall 

Mrs. 

I. 

Bu  shell 

Miss 

C.A.  Roberts 

Mrs. 

E. 

Glover  (relief) 

Mrs. 

W.  Tame 

Mrs. 

B. 

Lister 

Mrs. 

J.R.  Wilford 

Miss 

C. 

Norton 

Miss 

M.  Wright 

Home  Nurses: 


Mrs.  F.M.  Ashworth 
Mrs.  R.L.  Copestake 
Miss  A.  Elsley 
Mrs.  F.  Green 


Miss  E.  leach  (relief) 
Miss  E.  Lumley 
Mrs.  A.  Moiser 


Mental  Health  Social  Worker. 

Miss  E.T.  Simons 

Mental  Health  Home  Teacher. 

Mrs.  G.J.  Argil e 

Speech  Therapist:  Duly  Authorised  Officer: 

Vacancy  Mr.  R.W.F.  Battye 


Senior  Clerk: 


Mr.  V.  Carver. 


INTRODUCTION 


In  this  section  is  given  a  brief  account  of  the  services 
provided  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  as  a  whole,  under 
Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Services  Act* 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  area 
during  1954  was  963  (491  males  and  472  females),  a  decrease  of  51 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE,  although  17.3  per  thousand  of  the 
es  oimated  population  compared  with  18*5  for  the  previous  year  was 
well  above  the  West  Riding  Administrative  County  rate  of  15.1 
and  the  England  and  Wales  birth  rate  of  15.2 

Deaths. 

The  deauhs  assigned  to  the  Divisional  area  after  correction 
for  transfers  were  535  (309  males  and  226  females),  a  decrease  o i 
105  compared  with  1953* 

The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  9.6  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  population  as  compared  with  11,7  for  the  previous 
year.  Here  again  the  death  rate  compares  favourably  with  that 
for  the  West  Riding  Administrative  Area  which  is  11.9  and  for 
England  and  Wales  11.3. 


Infant  Mortality. 

In  1954  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
numbered  33»  a  decrease  of  three  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  34.3  as  against  35.5  in  the 
previous  year. 

Maternal  1-Iortallt.v. 

It  was  pleasing  to  note  that  once  again  there  were  no 
maternal  deaths  in  the  Divisional  area. 

MIDWIFERY  :JTD  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

Domi ciliary  Hi d wif  ery 

Of . the  988  notified  live  births,  504  were  delivered  by 
domiciliary  midwives,  the  private  doctors  being  present  in 
59  of  these  cases. 

Notifications 

The  following  notifications  were  received  from  midwives 
practicing  in  the  division: 


Death  of  Child  2 
Still  Births  8 
-artificial  Reeding  50 
Liability  to  be  a  6 
Sodibe  of  Infection 


Medical  Assistance 

Medical  aid  notices  sent  in  by  midwives  during  1954 
numoered  115,  all  of  these  being  domiciliary. 


*;iiV 

.  .  J. '• 


■ 

■ : 


;  • 


•  ••  '.I?-'*  •  "  • 

•••  ■ 


••  • ' 


»• 
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G-as  and  Air  -analgesia 

All  the  domiciliary  midwives  held  the  certificate  in 
gas  and  air  analgesia  administration  and  were  equipped  with 
the  necessary  apparatus.  *  ^  n 

•  +h  air  ^algesia  was  given  in  330  cases  compared 

with  321  the  previous  year.  * 

with  leQthiSnG  wa?  administerod  to  339  patients  compared 
with  329  ohe  previous  year.  ^ 

■tinte-ITatal  Clinics. 

,  I??rG,a£e  £°^r  •‘in^e~^atal  Clinics  in  the  division  which 
*eld  atJ.?ontefract,  Peatherstone,  Khottingley  and  Perrybridg 
and  during  ohe  year  575  patients  attended,  of  which  420  were  & 
new  patients.  The  total  number  of  attendances  was  2,589! 

alf  of  clinica  post-natal  examinations  are 

the  !ear°Ut  ^  16°  paCients  were  examined  post-natally  during 


Relaxation  Clas; 


-p _l.  Jelaxation  classes  for  expectant  mothers  are  held  at 
Pontefract  and  1 eatherstone  Clinics. 


the 


fhese  have 
found  necessary 


continued  to  b 


Ponte 


during 


to 

xract  Clinic, 
the  year 


e  well  attended  and  it  has  been 


increase  the  number  of  sessions  at  the 
ihe  numoer  of  attendances  at 
was  517. 


these  clinics 


In  s  ti  tu ti  onal  Mi  dwif  ery 


P  -P^iGnts  from  this  division  are  admitted  either  to  the 
Hemsworth!  Iiateimty  Koae  or  to  the  Southmoor  Maternity  Unit, 

IIo  difficul  oy  has  been  experienced  regarding  mate  mi  tv 

san^0d4Ci0n'  “  has  no t  always  bten  pfssmWt^ 

secure  admission  to  ohe  hospital  of  the  patient's  choice 
to  travelling  difficulties  there  is  0  ' 

Castlef ord  Maternity  Home,  although  our 
much  smaller  than  at  Southmoor. 


a  preference  for  the 
allocation  of  beds  is 


CHILD  WELFARE. 

thP  ar+  division  eight  Infant  Welfare  Centres, 

h M  ^s.at  -ontefract,  Peatherstone  and  Knottingley 
nai?f,held  111  oounty-owned  premises,  whilst  the  ones  at 

in  hired ’prerniles!  66’  Streethouse>  Ioscoe  and  Beal  are  held 

1  f he  clmi c  at  Headlands  Hoad,  Pontefract  has  been 
nadequate  and  unsuitable  for  some  years  now,  but  due  to 

tnifWHr  m  tulWlnS  it  has  not  been  possible  to  replace 
,  Plans.have  now  been  approved  for  the  erection  of 

start  win  hH  oPln:LO  “  Horsefair,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a 

willVjtS  fnP^enn  uh2  flnanoial  year  1955/56.  This  clinic 
for  snenulot  children  from  the  other  areas  of  the  d  ivision 
Ouhtha?™^1 nTf 3rvl°?a  suoh  aa  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat, 

vei7hT'1M?’PW50paedi2’  U11:ra  violet  Hay,  otc.  During  the 
y  >22  children  attended  the  clinics  and  made  13,222  visits 


The  following  proprietary  preparations  were  available 
at  cost  price  to  all  women  attending  the  clinics: 


Ostermilk 
Truf ood 
Cow  &  Gate 
Ovaltine 
Glucose  '  L* 
Horlicks-  - 
Minadex 
Lactagol 
Bemax 
Cerex 

Truf ood  Cereal 


Virol 

Maltoline 

Parex 

Scott s  Twin  Pack 

Robinson's  Groats 

Robinson's  Patent  Barley 

Colact 

Robrex 

Robsoup 

Bovril  Weaning  Pood 
Roboleine 


The  following  were  distributed  free  of  charge :- 


I.C.L.  Tablets 
Viteolin  Tablets 
Vitamin  'C' 


Perrous  Sulphate  Tablets 
A  &  B  Liquid 
Lactation  Tablets 


I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  ladies  of  the 
Voluntary  Committees  at  the  clinics  for  all  the  work  they 
have  done  during  the  year. 


Premature  Babies. 

Luring  the  year  54  babies  weighing  5-|lbs  or  less  were 
bom  in  hospitals  or  nursing  homes  to  mothers  normally 
resident  in  the  division  and  24  were  born  at  home. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 
Medical  Inspections. 

The  periodic  medical  examination  of  the  four  age  groups, 
r.e.  entrants  (5  years  +)  second  age  group  (7  years  +) 
intermediates  (10  years  +)  and  leavers  (14  years  >)  continued 
throughout  the  year  at  the  54  schools  in  the  division. 

Re— examinations  of  children  who  at  previous  periodic  or 
special  examinations  had  been  found  to  have  defects,  were 
~^do  at  each  school  medical  inspection.  Luring  the  year  3,805 
periodic  inspections  were  carried  out.  In  addition  1,550 
special  inspections  and  re-examinations  were  made.  When  it  is 
considered  that  the  school  population  is  10,000  it  will  be 
realised  over  half  of  all  children  at  school  were  examined 
at  one  time  or  another  during  the  year. 


General  Condition  of  Children. 

^i.11  pupils  at  routine  medical  inspections  are  class'1' 47 .?  ~ 
as  to  their  general  condition  at  the  time  of  exam-1  m^ion  and, 
are  classified  as  follows:  (a)  those  better  than  normal 
(b)  normal  (c)  below  normal.  In  this  area  42.6$  were 
classified  (a),  51.19$  (b),  and  only  6.21$  (c). 

Uncleanliness. 

Luring  the  year  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  made 
16,273  examinations  of  children  in  schools.  Of  these  670 
individual  children  were  found  to  be  infested. 


.. 
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SPECIAL  CLINICS 


Ophthalmic  Clinics* 

Mr.  S.K.  Sledge  holds  one  session  per  week  at  the 
Pontefract  Clinic  at  which  children  from  all  areas  of  the 
division  attend.  Due  to  the  large  number  of  children 
awaiting  examination  it  has  been  necessary  on  occasions  to 
hold  additional  sessions  which  have  been  held  by 
Dr.  J.V.  Kirkwood,  and,  during  the  year  1,155  children  were 
examined.  Of  these  462  were  prescribed  glasses. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics. 

Mr.  K.M.  Mayall  holds  fortnightly  sessions  at  the 
Headlands  Road  Clinic  for  children  from  this  division.  Due 
to  the  large  waiting  list  Mr.  Mayall  has  very  kindly  under¬ 
taken  additional  sessions  during  the  year  and  in  all  27 
sessions  have  been  held.  The  total  number  of  children  seen 
by  Mr.  Mayall  during  the  year  was  271  and  the  total  number 
of  attendances  made  was  379* 

Orthopaedic  Clinics. 

Mr.  A.J.S.  Bell-Tawse,  Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon 
holds  a  monthly  clinic  at  the  Headlands  Road  Clinic  and 
during  the  year  11  sessions  were  held.  152  children  were 
seen  at  these  clinics  and  the  total  number  of  attendances 
made  was  208. 


Child  Guidance  Treatment. 


Dr.  M.M.  Mac Taggart,  Educational  Psychologist  holds 
Child  Guidance  Clinics  at  the  County  Health  Department, 
Wakefield  for  children  from  this  area,  and  during  the  year 
9  new  cases  were  seen,  whilst  24  children  continued  attendance 
from  the  previous  year.  The  total  number  of  attendances  made 
was  107. 


Ultra  Violet  Ray  Treatment. 

During  the  winter  months  Ultra  Violet  Ray  treatment 
sessions  are  held  twice  weekly  at  the  Headlands  Road  Clinic, 
Pontefract  and  these  are  well  attended. 

Speech  Therapy. 

Mrs.  N.  Hepworth,  Speech  Therapist  unf ortunately  resigned 
on  the  30th  September,  1954  for  domestic  reasons  and  since 
that  date  it  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  a  replacement. 
Until  Mrs.  Hepworth  left,  she  treated  50  children  of  which 
14  were  new  cases. 


Handicapped  Pupils. 

The  regular  medical  examination  of  handicapped  children 
continued  during  the  year  and  where  necessary  recommendations 
were  made  for  placement  in  Special  Schools. 

Medical  Examination  of  Teachers  and 

Entrants  to  Training  College. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  to  examine 
candidates  applying  for  entry  to  training  colleges  for  the 
purpose  of  satisfying  the  college  authorities  of  their  fitness 
to  follow  a  course  of  teacher  training.  During  the  year  28 
candidates  were  examined  and  where  necessary  x-ray  examination 
arranged. 


In  the  case  of  entrants  to  the  teaching  profession, 
5  examinations  were  made. 

Dental  Treatment  of  School  Children. 

I  give  below  details  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the 
School  Dental  Service  in  this  area  during  the  year:- 


No.  of  children  inspected  2183 
No.  of  children  found  to  require  treatment  1088 
No.  of  children  offered  treatment  1088 
No.  of  children  treated  1762 
No.  of  attendances  3358 
No.  of  extractions  -  temporary  3588 

-  permanent  770 
No.  of  general  anaesthetics  1014 
No.  of  fillings  -  temporary  1 

-  permanent  2568 
No.  of  other  treatments  -  temporary  24 

-  permanent  893 


HEALTH  VISITING 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  visits  were  made 


by  Health  visitors  in  the  Division: 

No,  of  Children  under  5  years  of  age  visited  3170 

during  the  year. 

Total  visits  made  to  expectant  mothers  188 

Total  visits  made  to  children  under  1  year  of  age  6197 

Total  visits  to  children  aged  1  and  under  2  years  3837 

Total  visits  to  children  aged  2  but  under  5  years  4921 

Total  visits  to  tuberculous  households  2145 

Total  families  or  households  visited  3066 

Other  cases  visited  4095 


a 


HOME  NURSING. 


During  the  year  24,197  visits  were  paid  by  Home  Nurses 
compared  with  19,218  in  the  previous  year.  This  despite 
the  fact  that  during  the  larger  part  of  the  year  the  service 
was  under-staffed.  The  number  of  cases  attended  and  visits 
made  are  shown  below: - 


Classification. 

i 

No.  of  cases 
attended  by 
Home  Nurses 
during  the 
year. 

No.  of  visits 

paid  by  Home 
Nurses  during 
the  year. 

(1)  Medical 

550 

17588 

(2)  Surgical 

222 

5388 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases. 

2 

14 

(4)  Tuberculosis 

39 

1166 

(5)  Maternal  complications. 

5 

41 

j  P  r  r  r  r  .  .  r  '  .  u  J 

TOTALS. 

818  ’ 

24197 

1  .  .  .  .  • 

j  Patients  included  in  above 
[  who  were  aged  65  or  over  at 
the  time  of  the  first  visit 

1  during  the  year. 

1 

380 

14709 

\ 

;  Children  included  in  above 
|  who  were  under  5  years  of 
!  age  at  the  time  of  the  first 
visit  during  the  year. 

42 

437 

1 

Patients  included  in  above 
who  have  had  more  than  24 
visits  during  the  year* 

109 

6707 

HOD/IE  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  home  help  service  is  provided  under  the  National 
Health  Act  1946.  Section  29  of  the  act  stipulates  the  class  of 
case  for  which  provision  of  a  Home  Help  can  be  made.  These 
are  as  follows: 

(a)  Ill  (d)  Expectant  Mother 

(b)  Lying-in  (e)  Mental  Defective 

(c)  Aged  (f)  a  child  not  over  compulsory 

school  age. 


Before  a  Home  Help  can  be  provided,  a  form  of  application 
must  be  signed  by  the  head  of  the  household  on  which  he 
undertakes  either  to  pay  the  whole  cost  of  the  service  or  to 
give  a  statement  of  his  income  and  agree  to  pay  the  assessed 
charge  according  to  the  County  Council  Scheme. 


r;‘%  i 
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Under  no  circumstances  can  a  Home  Help  be  used  as  a 
sitter-in  and  the  amount  of  assistance  which  a  patient  is 
granted  is  related  strictly  to  the  amount  of  domestic  work 
which  is  required  to  be  done* 

The  authorised  establishment  of  Home  Helps  in  this 
division  was  increased  from  20  to  23  on  the  1st  April,  1954 
and  during  the  year  the  following  assistance  was  given: - 

Authorised  Divisional  Establishment. 

(i)  Basic  20/23 

(ii)  Prom  Reserve  Pool  — 

(iii)  TOTAL  20/23 


Ho,  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  31st  December* 

(i)  Whole- time  Hil 

(ii)  Part-time  32 

(iii)  Total  32 

Cases  provided  with  Domestic  Help  during  the  .year 

~  -  '  ended  3lst  ■Decembers'  "" 

Ho,  of  Hours 


Cases. 

employee 

(i) 

Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers) 

88 

8,259 

(ii) 

Tuberculosis 

3 

688 

(iii) 

Chronic  sick,  including  aged  &  infirm 

156 

36,4-05 

(iv) 

Others 

3 

460 

TOTALS. 

*  250 

45,812 

Humber  of  home  helps  that  could  have  been  employed 

full-time,  s  20.02 


MENTAL  HEALTH 


The  mental  health  work  in  the  division  consists  mainly 
of  the  supervision  of  defectives  under  Voluntary  and 
Statutory  Supervision,  and  in  the  provision  of  reports  on 
home  conditions  to  Hospital  Management  Committees.  The 
nearest  Occupation  Centre  to  this  area  is  at  Castleford  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  15  children  from  this  area  were 
attending  there.  Por  the  children  who  are  considered 
unsuitable  for  the  Occupation  Centre,  group  training  classes 
are  held  twice  weekly  at  the  Pontefract,  Peatherstone  and 
Mnottingley  Clinics,  where  the  Home  Teacher,  Mrs.  Argile 
provides  training  in  handicrafts  of  various  sorts. 


t  /•; 
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MEDI GAL  EXAMINATION  FOR  SUPERANNUATION  PURPOSES. 


New  entrants  to  the  County  Council  Service  are  required 
to  undergo  a  medical  examination  to  aee  if  they  are  suitable 
for  admission  to  the  Superannuation  Scheme,  and  during  the 
year  I  examined  83  candidates.  In  addition  3  members  of  the 
County  Staff  resident  in  the  Divisional  area  who  had  been  off 
duty  through  sickness  for  a  considerable  period  were  examined 
to  ascertain  whether  or  not  they  were  incapable  of  continuing 
employment  by  reason  of  permanent  ill-health. 


... 
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Borough  of  Pontefract 


Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  1954 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  this  my  Seventeenth  Annual 
Report  in  which  are  given  facts  and  figures  relating  to  the  several 
activities  of  the  Department  during  1954.  A  Table  of  Contents  is 
given  to  enable  reference  to  particular  aspects  of  the  work  to  be 
made,  and  in  this  Preface  I  comment  briefly  on  some  of  the  more 
salient  features  of  the  Report. 

Under  all  the  main  headings  of  the  Report  -  Housing,  Control  of 
Pood  Supplies,  and  Air  Pollution  -*  new  legislation  has  been  introd¬ 
uced  during  1954  or,  in  the  last  mentioned  case,  is  pending 
consequent  upon  the  issue  of  the  Beaver  Report.  The  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  has  given  the  signal  for  a  resumption  of  slum 
clearance  activities;  has  made  the  Improvement  Grant  provisions  of 
the  1949  Act  more  attractive,  and  has  provided  for  rent  increases  in 
the  case  of  houses  in  good  repair  and  otherwise  reasonably  suitable 
for  occupation.  Slum  Clearance,  however,  is  necessarily  linked  with 
rehousing,  and  progress  in  this  connection  will  depend  upon  the  speed 
at  which^ dwellings  can  be  provided  for  the  families  to  be  displaced. 
During  the  year,  236  houses  were  repaired  following  intervention  by 
the  Department,  and  8  were  demolished.  Most  complaints  received  by 
the  Department  were  again  connected  with  housing  problems  -  mainly 
disrepair  or  ' overcrowding1 :  the  former  were  dealt  with  satisfact- 
oriiy,  but  the  problem  of  house  shortage  is  more  difficult,  as 
reference  to  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  Report  will  show. 

Food  inspection  and  supervision  have  claimed  much  of  the 
Department’ s  time.  The  foods  most  likely  to  be  a  source  of  danger 
to  pud ic  health  -  meat  and  milk  and  certain  of  their  products  - 
were  again  given  routine  attention.  All  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
Borough  were  given  post  mortem  examination,  resulting  in  some  18  tons 
of  meat  and  edible  offal  being  condemned  as  unfit  for  food.  Meat- 

product  manufacture,  ice-cream  manufacture  and  sale,  milk  distributior 
6 11  these  activities  and  the  premises  concerned  are  registered  with 
the  Authority,  and  periodic  visits  were  made  to  ensure  compliance  with 
the  relevant  enactments. 


Under  the  heading  of  Food  Supplies  the  most  important  feature 
was  the  Council’  s  decision  to  set  up  a  public  slaughterhouse  in  July, 
1954,  following  the  decontrol  of  meat.  The  Council  also  resisted  on 
public  health  grounds  the  licensing  of  unsatisfactory  private 
slaugh j erhous es •  ihe  system  of  notification  of  slaughter  under  the 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  was  never  completely  satis¬ 
factory,  comparing  most  unfavourably  with  central  slaughtering  on 
premises  in  the  control  of  the  municipal  authority;  and  there  can  be 
littie  doubt  that  the  policy  of  closing  private  slaughterhouses, 
subsequently  adopted  by  the  Council, will  prove  to  be  in  the  interests 
of  the  community  as  a  whole.  The  provision  made  by  the  Council  for 
slaughtering  has  proved  to  be  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the  Borough, 
and  is  oeing  operated  on  a  self-supporting  basis. 

The  hygienic  handling  of  food  in  shops  and  factories  has  been 
given  as  much  attention  as  practicable,  but  much  less  than  is 
desirable.  Whilst  at  the  majority  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough 
those  responsible  are  conscious  of  the  need  for  the  maintenance  of  p 
high^ standard  of  hygiene,  some  need  much  more  attention  from  the 
local  authority.  In  three  cases  the  Health  Committee  threatened 
legal  proceedings  in  the  event  of  further  offences. 
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The  Report  again  deals  at  some  length  with  Atmospheric  Pollution 
Smoke  from  domestic  sources  is  a  major  cause  of  pollution.  This  can 
be  minimised  by  the  increased  use  of  gas,  electricity  or  solid  smoke¬ 
less  fuel,  in  modern  appliances  capable  of  burning  fuel  efficiently. 
Progress  is  largely  dependent  on  the  availability  of  these,  but  local 
interest  in  the  subject  must  be  fostered;  and  the  Report  refers  to 
efforts  made  in  this  connection. 

So  far  as  industrial  smoke  in  Pontefract  is  concerned  the  plant 
installed  at  all  our  factories,  given  suitable  fuel  and  competent 
operation  is  capable  of  performing  as  efficiently  as  necessary  to 
comply  with  local  byelaws;  but  again  it  is  clear  that  increased 
trade  ac  some  of  our  factories  has  resulted  in  greater  demands  on 
steam  raising  plant,  and  performance  has  not  always  been  satisfactory. 
The  Report  refers  to  progress  in  some  cases. 

The  Reaver  Report,  to  which  reference  has  been  already  made, 
recommends  new  legislation  to  deal  with  the  smoke  problem:  and  armed 
with  powers  to  create  '  smoke  control  areas*  and  *  smokeless  zones'  ;  to 
require  prior  app~oT*al  to  new  industrial  furnaces,  and  to  deal  more 
effectively  v:ith  smoke  nuisances,  it  would  remain  with  the  local 
authority  to  determine  the  degree  to  which  such  powers  should  be  used. 
The  w_d'~snr3ad  use  of  concessionary  coal  in  areas  like  Pontefract 
would  create  special  problems  in  this  connection  which  might  be  more 
profitably  considered  at  National  level.  The  increasing  cost  of 
coal  in  other  cases  should,  one  imagines,  be  the  greatest  incentive 
to  its  efficient  and  economic  utilisation. 

I  would  also  call  attention  to  the  increasing  menace  of  sir 
pollution  from  the  exhausts  of  diesel-engined  vehicles.  The  Motor 
Vehicles  (Construction  and  Use)  Regulations,  1951,  made  under  the 
Road  Traffic  Act,  1930,  requires  every  motor  vehicle  to  be  maintained 
and  used  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  the  emission  of  unnecessary  smoke. 
The  enforcement  of  these  Regulations  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Polio 3,  and  a  case  reported  by  the  writer  during  the  year  under  review 
was  heard  at  the  local  Court  when  both  owner  and  driver  of  an  offending 
vehicle  were  found  guilty.  Rut  one  has  merely  to  stand  at  the 
junction  of  Gillygate  with  Southgate  to  see  offences  of  this  kind 
committed  every  day. 

Laboratory  facilities  continue  to  be  used  to  the  fullest  extent. 
During  1954,  394  specimens  or  samples  were  submitted  to  bacteriological 
or  chemical  laboratories  in  the  course  of  the  Department*  s  duties,  an 
increase  of  16  on  the  previous  year;  these  involved  public  water 
supplies  for  chemical  composition  and  bacterial  condition,  swimming 
bath  waters  for  bacterial  condition,  deposit  gauge  contents  and  lead 
peroxide  candles  for  atmospheric  pollution  investigation,  sewage 
effluents,  milks  for  presence  of  tuberculosis,  heat-treated  milks  - 
pasteurised  end  sterilised  -  for  efficiency  of  treatment,  milks  for 
cleanliness,  ice-cream  for  bacterial  grading,  specimens  for  confirm¬ 
ation  of  meat  inspection  opinions,  food  for  prisoning  organisms  and 
samples  of  filling  materials  taken  under  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other 
Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. 

Welfare  in  shops  and  factories  is  divided  between  H.M.  Factory 
Department,  the  local  Shops  Authority  and  the  Spnitary  Authority. 

The  duties  placed  on  the  last  named  by  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  end 
the  Shops  Act,  1950,  have  been  carried  out  as  usual  during  the  year. 
Little  has  been  heard  in  recent  years  of  the  Gowers  Committee  Report 
on  the  statutory  provisions  relating  to  health,  welfare  and  safety  of 
employed  persons  in  sheps,  offices  and  workplaces.  One  anticipates 
some  development  in  this  connection  before  long. 
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PART  A 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Water  Supplies 

A  sufficient  and  constant  supply  of  wholesome  water  was 
distributed  throughout  the  district  by  the  Corporation  during  the 
year,  the  supply  for  domestic  use  being  of  the  order  of  29  gallons 
per  head  per  day. 

The  supply  was  sampled  regularly  both  for  chemical  analysis  and 
bacteriological  examination.  40  samples  of  chlorinated  water  going 
into  supply  were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination,  and  38 
were  reported  upon  as  Class  1  waters.  In  2  isolated  cases  the  waters 
fell  to  Class  2. 

Fifty-six  samples  of  waters  taken  from  source,  before  chlorin¬ 
ation,  were  classified  as  indicated  in  Table  1. 


Table  1.  Bact eriological  Classification  of  Water 

S  amp 1 e  s 


Source  of 
raw  water 

No 

.  of  Samples  falling  into 
the  Classes  named: 

Total 

samples 

taken 

Class  1 

Class  2 

Class  3 

Class  4 

Heck 

14 

-r 

14 

Roall 

12 

4 

2 

- 

18 

Eggbo rough 

11 

- 

— 

- 

11 

Tanshelf 

10 

• 

3 

— 

— 

13 

The  result  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  a  water  is 
given  as  the  number  of  coliform  organisms  per  100  millilitres  of  the 
water,  and  the  standard  set  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  non- 
chlorinated  pipes  supplies  is  as  follows:- 


Class_N_o .  Presumptive  coli  count 


Description 


1 

2 

3 

4 


less  than  1 
1-2 
3-10 

More  than  10 


Highly  satisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Suspicious 
Unsatisfactory 


Throughout  the  year  50%  of  the  samples  taken  should  fall  into 
Class  1,  80%  should  not  fall  below  Class  2,  and  the  remainder  should 
not  fall  below  Class  3.  The  following  Table  sets  out  the  standard 
reached  by  unchlorinated  waters  sampled  from  the  respective  sources, 
as  given  in  Table  1. 


Table  2.  Compexison  of  Waters  with  Prescribed  Standard 


%  of  Samples 

Prescribed 

Sources  of  Supply 

falling  into  - 

Standard 

% 

CO 

O 

Roall 

% 

Eggborough 

% 

Tanshelf 

Class  1 

Not  less 
than  50 

100 

66 

100 

77 

Classes  1  and  2 

Not  less 
than  80 

100 

88 

100 

100 

Class  3 

Not  more 
than  20 

—  . 

11 

- 

— 

Class  4 

o 

- 

- 

— 
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i, verity  eight  samples  (including  four  taken  direct  from  each  of 
the  principal  sources)  were  submitted  to  chemical  analysis  and 

quality^  Up°n  aS  sa"tis^ac'tc'ry>  "the  waters  being  of  good  organic 

AH  houses  in  the  Borough  are  connected  to  the  public  supply. 
Only  houses  are  served  by  outside  stand-pipes,  and  these 

properties  are  scheduled  for  clearance  under  the  appropriate  prov¬ 
isions  01  the  Housing  Acts.  p  - 


o w mini  Baths  -»  Sanitary  Condition  of  W at er 


Continuous  measures  are 


_  being 

of  polluting  organisms  which  one  mu 
waters.  Weekly  samples  were  taken 
both  large  aid  small  baths,  and  105 
bacteriological  examination  were  sh 
from  the  large  bath  and  1  from  the 
faecal)  were  present  in  100  mis.  of 


taken  to  secure  the  destruction 
st  expect  to  encounter  in  such 
from  inlet  and  outlet  ends  of 
of  the  108  samples  subjected  to 
own  to  be  sterile.  In  2  snmrOos 
small,  coliform  organisms  (non¬ 
water.  This  is  a  high  standard. 


.Marginal  cnlcrxnation  was  the  sterilising  process  used  through- 
,L'n  25  sampling  occasions  the  chlorine  residual  at 
th\inloZ  the  “&re;e  bath  reached  1.0  parts  per  million,  and  0.^5 
on  ohs  -  remaining  occasions;  the  residual  at  the  inlet  end  on  no 

?urin-°thrCiQR7ei'OWQ0*4'  ,Thls  ±S  a  considerable  higher  dosage  than 
^Uxine  tne  1955  season,  and  accounts  for  the  unprecedented  results 
o  D  oaineJL. 


The  ministry  of  Health  recommend  that  the  alkalinity  of  the 
+vte;HJ0  mfntal^d  wdthia  operating  range  of  7.2  to  8.0  units  of 
thc  ihe  pH  value  of  the  water  was  noted  on  each  occasion 

on  which  the  water  was  samples  and  in  all  cases  was  satisfactory. 


Gen  e  r  al  8  an  it. at  i  o  r. 


•  -•  "a:Ldt,up  rjr,eas  dn  borough  are  sewered,  and  records 

indicate  that  .loss  than  40  houses  are  not  connected  to  sewers. 
Sanitary  accommcuation  is  al.most  entirely  water-carriages  the  23 
conveniences  of  other  types  represent  only  a  fraction  o'f  one  per  cen 
ox  t-ie  total.  In  these  isolated  cases  there  are  practical  difficult' 
les  pr event-rug  conversion. 


Although  the  Borough  has  modern  main  sewerage,  the  drainage 
systems  connecting  buildings  w ith  sewers  are  often  obsolete  in  design 
Improvements  are  being  effected  gradually,  and  figures  relating  to 

inspections  made,  and  notices  served,  are  xo  be  found  in  Part  III  of 
this  Report, 


.  ..  v/ith  the  exception  of  nine  properties  still  served  by  privy- 
middens  all  premises  in  the  Borough  where  domestic  refuse  is 
produced  axe  served  by  metal  dustbins  of  approved  sj*ecification.  The 
nine  properties  rc  .erred  to  are  in  isolated  places  where  no  sewer  is 
c-.v a.:. i a .. i - .  The  Corporation  have  not  adopted  a  Municipal  Bin  Scheme 

of  the  type  envisaged  by  Section  75(3)  ox  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
’./hen  new  bins  are  required  notice  pursuant  to  sub-section  1  of  this" 
section  is  served  on  the  owner  or  the  occupier  of  the  property 
following  c v’nsiderat ion  of  the  facts  known  to  the  Corporation, 


Offensive  Trades 

There  ^are-  two  premises  in  the  Boroufrh  at  which  offensive  trades 
are  Cc-rried  out.  Continual  care  is  necessary  at  such  premises  if 
nuisance  is  to  be  avoided;  for,  as  will  be  realised,  they  are 
dealing  with  materials  which  when  received  on  the  premises  are  alreadv 
at  some  stage  of  decomposition. 
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It  is  my  own  view  that  these  trades  were  operated  with  less 
nuisance  during  the  year  under  review  than  in  other  recent  years. 
Schemes  for  the  further  improvement  of  plant  are  under  consideration, 
but  in  these  offensive  processes  the  human  element  plays  an  essential 
part;  and  however  modern  and  effective  plant  may  be,  it  is  the 
occasional  lapse  on  the  part  of  those  responsible  for  operating  plant 
and  for  taking  routine  hygiene  measures,  that  gives  rise  to  nuisance. 


Factories,  Workplaces  and  Shops 


Arrangements  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  workers  in  their 
places  of  employment  have  again  received  attention  during  the  year* 
The  routine  inspection  of  factories  and  shops  has  been  continued  and 
on  no  occasion  was  it  necessary  to  resort  to  statutory  action  to 
secure  improvements. 


The  term  ’factory’  as  used  in  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  includes 
all  premises  where  articles  are  made,  altered  or  repaired  for  purposes 
of  gain  and  I  append  a  list  of  the  different  trades  carried  on  in  the 
premises  registered  as  factories 


Automobile  engineering 
Baking 

Barley  processing 
Beer  bottling 
Boot  repairing 
Box  and  packing  material 
manufacture 
Brush  making 
Building 

Burling  and  Mending 
Clothes  manufacture 
Coal-gas  distribution 
Fat  refining,  etc. 
Fellmongering,  etc. 
Founding 

Furniture  manufacture 
and  polishing 


Grain  and  seed  processing 
Laundering 

Liquorice  confectionery 
manufacture  and  packing 
Malting,  etc. 

Milk  pasteurisation 

Monumental  masonry 

Photography 

Printing 

Saddlery 

Sawmill 

Tailoring 

Tinsmith 

Upholstering 

V/ hi  te  smith 

Wire  goods  manufacture 


There  are  94  premises  on  the  Factory  Register,  and  Table  3  gives 
particulars  relating  to  inspections,  notices  and  defects  found  and 
remedied.  The  provisions  of  section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937, 
relating  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  are  administrated  by  the 
Department:  5  certificates  were  amended  and  one  new  certificate 

issued  during  the  course  of  the  year. 


Table  3»  Factories  Records,  1954 


Number 

on 

Register 


(1)  Factories  without 
mechanical  power  (in 
which  sections  1  to  4 
and  6  and  7  of  the  Act 
are  enforced  by  focal 
authorities) 

(2)  Factories  with  mechanical 
power  (in  which  section  7 
is  enforced  by  local 
authorities) 

Other  premises  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced 
by  local  authorities 


(3) 


88 


Totals 


94 


Inspec¬ 

tions 

Number  of 
Written 

Defects 

ma.de 

Notices 

Found 

Remedied 

13 

1 

11 

13  * 

66 

10 

125 

150  * 

— 

- 

•* 

— 

79 

11 

136 

163  * 

*  Including  defects  outstanding  from  previous  year,-'. 
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The  term  ’workplace’  as  used  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
comprises  offices,  restaurant  kitchens  and  most  other  premises  in 
which  persons  are  employed;  but  excludes  domestic  premises, 
factories  and  (except  for  ’ overcrowding’  purposes)  shops  to  which 
the  Shops  Act,  1950,  applies.  A  routine  inspection  of  these 
premises  was  not  made,  but  when  unsatisfactory  conditions  came  to 
my  notice  in  the  course  of  other  duties,  the  requisite  remedial 
measures  were  taken. 

% 

The  term  ’ shop'  includes  warehouses  used  in  connection  with 
wholesale  or  retail  trade,  refreshment  houses,  lending  libraries 
and  hairdressing  establishments.  There  are  376  shop  premises  on 
the  Register,  and  the  Shops  Act,  1950  applies  to  some  two-  thirds 
of  these.  81  visits  for  the  investigation  of  welfare  arrangements 
were  made  in  1954.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  resort  to 
statutory  procedure  to  secure  the  remedy  of  defects. 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  Council  have  maintained  their  active  interest  in  this 
subject.  They  are  represented  on  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Committee  and  on  its  Executive  Committee, 
and  are.  members  of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society.  Pursuant 
to  their  powers  under  section  105  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
they  participate  in  the  investigation  of  problems  relating  to 
atmospheric  pollution;  a*  standard  deposit  gauge,  a  lead  peroxide 
instrument  for  the  measurement  of  sulphur  dioxide  and  a  smoke  filter 
for  the  measurement  of  suspended  impurity  have  been  operated  through¬ 
out  the  year.  Monthly  returns  were  sent  to  the  Fuel  Research 
Station  of  the  Department  of  Industrial  and  Scientific  Research. 

Eighteen  different  industrial  chimneys  were  observed  from  time 
to  time  during  the  year,  and  the  number  of  formal  30-minute  observ¬ 
ations  made  was  103.  Your  Smoke  Byelaws  allow  a  total  emission  of 
up  to  two  minutes  black  smoke  from  industrial  chimneys  within  a 
continuous  period  of  thirty  minutes;  any  emission  in  excess  of  this 
is  presumed  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  on  this  standard  6  nuisances  were 
noted  during  the  aggregate  observation  period  of  51^  hours. 

The  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  boiler  plant  at  the  local 
colliery  to  mechanical  stoking  was  completed  early  in  1954,  since 
which  no  nuisance  has  been  noted.  These  chimneys  were  the  greatest 
industrial  source  of  pollution  in  the  Borough,  and  the  conversion 
referred  to  must  be  considered  as  a  major  improvement  in  the  local 
smoke  abatement  field.  At  another  factory  old  plant  which  had  been 
causing  trouble  was  replaced,  and  plans  for  new  boiler  end  mechanical 
stokin^  plant  were  well  advanced  in  yet  another  case. 

On  the  domestic  front  results  were  less  spectacular,  although 
the  interest  shown  by  house  owners  in  installing  modern  cooking  and 
space-heating  appliances  with  a  greatly  increased  efficiency,  must 
have  resulted  in  a  considerable  contribution  to  the  reduction  of 
pollution.  There  is  little  doubt  that  despite  local  nuisance  caused 
by  individual  factory  chimneys,  the  greatest  source  of  pollution  in 
the  Borough  is  the  domestic  chimney.  There  are  many  problems 
involved,  most  of  which  have  been  discussed  from  time  to  time  in 
these  reports,  but  the  level  of  pollution  in  the  Borough  cannot  be 
greatly  reduced  unless  the  domestic  problem  can  be  solved.  In 
October  the  Council  co-operated  with  the  dorkshire  Division  of  the 
National  Smoke  Abatement  Society,  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
Regional  Smoko  abatement  Committee  and  the  Solid  Smokeless  Fuels 
Federation  in  their  West  Riding  Domestic  Smoke  Abatement  Campaign. 

A  public  meeting  and  film  show^was  fairly  well  attended,  and  an 
Exhibition  -  a  mobile  showroom  containing  the  latest  types  of  domestic 
solid  smokless  fuel  appliances,  some  in  operation  -  attracted  large 
numbers  of  people. 
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1  referred  in  my  last  Annual  Report  to  the  Interim  Report  issued 
by  the  Beaver  Committee  appointed  in  July,  1953,  to  examine  the  nature, 
causes  and  effects  of  air  pollution  and  the  efficacy  of  present 
preventive  measures,  and  to  consider  what  further  preventive  measures 
were  practicable.  The  Final  Report  was  issued  in  November,  1954, 
and  discusses  in  considerable  detail  the  various  problems  involved. 
Twenty-seven  recommendations  ranging  from  the  modernising  of  the  law 
dealing  with  smoke  nuisances  to  the  electrification  of  railways  are 
made.  Many  of  the  recommendations  affect  local  authorities  and  there 
is  little  doubt  that  the  result  will  be  a  Clean  Air  Bill  designed  to 
meet  the  twin  needs  of  a  clean  atmosphere  and  the  efficient  use  of 
our  most  valuable  raw  material  -  coal. 


PART  B 

HOUSING 


General  Conditions  and  Overcrowding 

Since  post-war  house  building  began,  1915  houses  have  been  erected 
in  the  Borough,  653  of  these  during  the  year  under  review,  as  detailed 
in  Table  4. 


Table  4.  New  Housing  Progress  1946  -  1954 


No 

of  houses  erected 

Year 

By  the  Corporation 

By  Private 

By  Housing 

Ent  erprise 

Association 

Total 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Total 

1946 

0 

60 

60 

23 

83 

1947 

164 

164 

29 

193 

1948 

169 

169 

25 

194 

1949 

137 

137 

15 

152 

1950 

104 

104 

13 

117 

1951 

86 

86 

10 

96 

1952 

106 

106 

13 

119 

1953 

107 

107 

23 

178 

308 

1954 

75 

75 

42 

536 

653 

Totals 

948 

60 

1,008 

193 

714 

1,915 

If  one  divides  the  number  of  dwellings  in  the  Borough  into  the 
population  a  comfortable  figure  of  a  fraction  above  three  persons  per 
house  is  the  result.  The  Corporation's  Housing  List  shows,  however, 
that  at  the  end  of  1954,  800  applicants  were  living  in  lodgings;  and 
in  the  absence  of  more  reliable  information  (such  as  could  be  obtained 
only  by  a  detailed  Overcrowding  Survey)  this  figure  of  800  gives  a 
rough  numerical  indication  of  housing  need. 


The  following  graph  shows  the  steady  increase  over  recent  years 
in  the  number  of  such  applicants 


No.  of  lodgers' 
applications  on 
the  Housing  List 
at  the  end  of 
the  given  year 
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Throughout  this  period  the  number  of  houses  erected  by  the 
Corporation  has  averaged  102  each  year.  In  my  last  Annual  Report 
I  remarked  on  the  slight  fall  in  the  figure  plotted  above,  but 
doubted  that  this  was  a  significant  trend.  It  seemed  likely  that 
the  erection  of  714  houses  in  the  Borough  by  the  Coal  Industry 
Housing  Association  might  change  the  picture  very  considerably;  but 
office  records  indicate  that  little  more  than  1  in  7  have  been 
allocated  to  Pontefract  residents;  only  two-thirds  of  these  being 
on  the  Corporation's  Housing  list. 

The  number  of  known  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  has  fallen 
slightly  during  the  year:  7  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  added  to 
the  register  and  9  were  removed  consequent  upon  abatement.  The 
numbers  of  cases  found  and  abated  during  the  past  five  years  are  given 
in  Table  5:  it  is  shown  that  during  this  period  61  cases  of  statut¬ 
ory  overcrowding  were  abated,  26  of  these  as  a  result  of  Corporation 
rehousing. 

In  this  report  ' statutory  overcrowding'  is  used  to  signify  the 
gross  state  of  overcrowding  when  an  offence  against  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  is  committed  unless  the  tenant  and  landlord  take  steps  as 
prescribed  by  the  Act  to  secure  abatement.  Such  overcrowding  occurs 
when  the  number  of  persons  sleeping  in  a  house  exceeds  the  permitted 
number  of  persons  as  given  in  the  rent  book. 


Table  5.  Incidence  and  Abatement  of  Overcrowding 


No.  of  cases  - 

Year 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

On  register  at  beginning 
of  year 

39 

20 

12 

9 

12 

Added  to  register  during 
the  year 

13 

2 

4 

6 

7 

Abated  during  the  year: 

By  Corporation  rehousing 

9 

6 

1 

1 

9 

By  other  means 

23 

4 

6 

2 

0 

Total 

32 

10 

7 

3 

9  * 

On  register  at  end  of  year 

20 

12 

9 

12 

10  ** 

*  No.  of  persons  concerned  79 
**  No.  of  families  living  in  these  dwellings  14 
**  No.  of  persons  concerned  87 


Inspection,  Repair  and  Clearance  of  Unfit  Houses 

960  inspections  were  made  specifically  for  housing  defects 
during  the  year.  236  houses  were  remdered  fit  and  8  were  demolished. 

The  year  under  review  marked  the  beginning  of  a  new  phase  in 
housing:  namely,  the  preparation  of  proposals  for  the  clearance  of 
slums.  On  the  outbreak  of  war  in  1939  some  150  houses  were  out¬ 
standing  from  the  pre-war  Clearance  Programme.  By  the  end  of  the 
war  many  of"  these  we re  in  bad  condition,  and  when  house  building  was 
resumed  the  Housing  Committee  agreed  to  a  modest  programme  for 
gradually  rehousing  the  worst  cases.  Between  1947  and  1954  over  a 
hundred  families  were  taken  from  such  houses;  that  is  at  the  rate  of 
about  12  each  year.  The  slum  clearance  problem  which  will  now  face 
the  Council  is,  therefore,  lightened  to  that  extent. 
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The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  became  operative  in 
August  of  the  year  under  review  and  section  1  required  the  Council 
to  submit  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  within  12 
months  a  programme  of  proposals  for  dealing  with  their  slum  problem. 
The  Council  gave  instructions  for  a  Housing  Survey  of  the  town  to  be 
started,  but  on  account  of  staffing  difficulties  this  was  held  up 
until  the  beginning  of  1955.  The  Report  for  1955  will  give  details 
of  the  programme  eventually  approved  by  the  Council,  but  which  can 
be  expected  to  embrace  some  150  houses  in  addition  to  the  50  still 
outstanding  from  the  pre-war  programme. 

Further  statistics  relating  to  housing  activities  during  1954: 

No.  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  and 
found  to  need  further  attention: 

(a)  considered  incapable  of  repair  4 

(b;  considered  capable  of  repair  *•  275 

No.  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  205 

No.  of  reports  made  to  the  local  authority  with 
a  vi  ew  to: 

(a)  The  service  of  notices  requiring  the 

execution  of  works 

(i)  under  Housing  Act  29 

(ii)  under  Public  Health  Act  25 

(b)  The  making  of  demolition  or  closing 

o  rd  er  s  4 

No.  of  formal  notices  served  requiring  the 
execution  of  works  - 


(a)  under  Housing  Act  16 

(b )  under  Public  Health  Act  12 

No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  - 

(a)  under  Housing  Act  22 

(b)  under  Public  Health  Act  11 

No.  of  demolition  orders  made  1 

No.  of  houses  demolished  - 

(a)  in  pursuance  of  demolition  orders  7 

(b)  informally  or  following  undertaking  1 


Improvement  of  Accommodation  under  the  Housing  Acts 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  amended  the  Housing 
Act,  1949,  under  which  grants  for  the  improvement  of  house  property 
were  available.  Under  the  earlier  legislation  an  improved  house 
had  to  be  capable  of  providing  satisfactory  housing  accommodation  for 
a.  period  of  at  least  50  years.  The  new  /ct  which  became  operative  at 
the  end  of  August,  1954,  reduced  this  to  15  years,  bringing  a 
considerable  amount  of  additional  property  within  the  scope  of 
improvement  schemes;  it  also  lowered  the  standard  required  for  an 
improved  house,  which  now  is  as  follows:  - 

The  dwelling  must  after  improvement  - 

(1)  be  in  a  good  state  of  repair  and  substantially  free  from 

damp; 

(2)  have  each  room  properly  lighted  and  ventilated; 

(5)  have  an  adequate  supply  of  wholesome  water  laid  on  inside 
the  dwelling 
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(4)  be  provided  with  efficient  and  adequate  means  of  supplying 

hot  water  for  domestic  purposes; 

(5)  have  an  internal  or  otherwise  readily  accessible  water  closet; 

(6)  have  a  fixed  bath  (or  shower)  preferably  in  a  separate  room; 

(7)  be  provided  with  a  sink  or  sinks  and  with  suitable  arrange¬ 

ments  for  the  disposal  of  waste  water; 

(8)  have  a  proper  drainage  system; 

(9)  be  provied  in  each  room  with  adequate  points  for  gas  or 

electric  lighting  (where  reasonably  available); 

(10)  be  provided  with  adequate  facilities  for  heating; 

(11)  have  satisfactory  facilities  for  storing,  preparing  and 

cooking  food; 

(12)  have  proper  provision  for  the  storage  of  fuel  (where  required' 


During  the  year  under  review  only  one-  application  for  grant 
towards  housing  improvements  was  made,  although  in  several  cases 
enquiries  were  made  by  owners  contemplating  improvements.  At  the 
time  of  writing  it  can  be  stated  that  a  number  of  these  enquiries 
resulted  in  applications  being  made  in  1955,  reference  to  which  will 
be  made  in  the  next  Annual  Report. 

The  Corporation' s  Halfpenny  Lane  Estate  Improvement  Scheme  was 
commenced  in  1953  and  during  that  year  22  houses  were  provided  with 
modern  amenities.  During  1954  a  further  25  houses  were  improved,  and 
plans  for  a  further  instalment  of  26  houses  were  prepared. 


Eradication  of  Verminous  Conditions 


The  Housing  Committee  has  continued  its  practice  of  giving 
disinfestation  treatment  to  furniture  which  is  verminous  or  likely  to 
be  verminous,  before  allowing  otherwise  suitable  applicants  to  take  uo 
occupation  of  Corporation  houses.  The  Corporation’s  Contractors  car 
out  the  removal  and  disinfest  with  hydrogen  cyanide  before  unloading. 

9  such  cases  were  dealt  with  in  1954. 

Verminous  conditions  were  found  at  42  houses  during  1954.  29 

Corporation  and  13  privately-owned:  appropriate  action  was  taken. 


PART  C 

FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 


Meat  Supply 

The  Ministry  of  Food  continued  to  use  the  Slaughterhouse  at 
Newtown  until  July  for  the  preparation  of  meat  for  distribution  to 
retailers  in  the  Borough  and  surrounding  districts,  covering  a 
propulation  of  55,000.  Thereafter  it  was  used  as  a  Public  Slaughter¬ 
house  under  the  control  of  the  Corporation.  The  whole  of  the  meat 
dressed  at  the  slaughterhouse  was  inspected,  the  total  number  of 
carcases  examined  during  the  year  being  9,288. 

A  total  of  39  carcases,  212  part  carcases  and  1,937  organs  and 
parts  were  condemned,  the  total  weight  being  17  tons,  19  cwts. ,  23  lh" 
It  should  be  stated  that  whilst  every  precaution  is  taken  to  prevent 
unfit  meat  from  reaching  the  consumer,  equal  care  is  taken  to  ensure 
that  no  meat  is  unnecessarily  condemned.  Table  6  gives  particulars 
of  the  various  classes  of  animals  inspected  and  condemned. 
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Table  6.  Record  of  Meat  Inspection  and 
Incidence  of  Disease 


Class  of  Animal 

Cattle 
( exc luding 
Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1,161 

325 

153 

4,208 

3,441 

Number  inspected 

1,161 

325 

153 

4,208 

3,441 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis: 

(i)  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

1 

2 

4 

7 

(ii)  Carcase  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

199 

94 

5 

72 

401 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

17.2 

29.2 

4.6 

1.8 

11 .9 

Tuberculosis  only: 

(iii)  Whole  carcases 
condemned 

5 

n 

5 

3 

(iv)  Carcase  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

\A  §p%W 

149 

114 

0 

137 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

13.3 

38.5 

3.3 

4.1 

tuberculosis 


In  carcases  the  principal  cause  of  condemnation  was  tuberculosis, 
79.6%  of  the  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  from  all  causes  being  due 
to  this  infection.  In  organs  the  principal  cause  of  condemnation  was 
cirrhosis  caused  by  liver  fluke  (distoma  hepatica);  221  bovine  livers, 
i.e.  14.8%  examined,  showed  lesions  of  invasion  by  this  parasite, 
resulting  in  1,983  lbs.  of  liver,  some  9.5%  of  the  tot el  weight 
examined,  being  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

During  the  year  37  beast  carcases  were  found  to  be  affected  with 
cysticercus  bovis,  giving  a  percentage  incidence  of  2.48.  In  all 
cases  the  invasion  was  localised  and  before  being  released  for  human 
consumption  associated  carcases  and  organs  were  subjected  to 
refrigeration. 


The  figures  for  the  last  four  years  are  given  for  comparison: 


Year 

No.  of  cases 

%  Inci 

1951 

32 

1.16 

1952 

28 

1.22 

1953 

43 

1.70 

1954 

37 

2.48 

The  statistics  given  in  Table  6  include  the  following  numbers  of 
animals  which  arrived  at  the  Centre  for  casualty  slaughter 

Cattle  68,  Calves  11 

Sheep  and  Lambs  28,  Digs  183 


The  higher  incidence  of  disease  in  this  class  of  animal  is 
illustrated  by  the  following  figures  relating  to  cattle:  of  the  68 
carcases  examined,  9  whole  carcases  and  all  organs  were  condemned, 
i.e.  13.2%  against  a  figure  for  non-casualty  of  0.6%. 


-  13  - 


Transport  and  Handling  ox  Meat 


.1. 

No  violation  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924, 
occurred  which  could  not  be  dealt  with  informally  and  conditions 
were  satisfactory. 


Slaughter!  n g  Facilities 


References  are  made  in  Annual  Reports  dating  back  many  years  to 
the  need  for  a  public  slaughterhouse.  In  1939  slaughtering  for 
Pontefract  and  certain  neighbouring  districts  had  been  centralised 
at  the  Ministry  of  Pood  Killing  Centre,  Newtown,  but  in  July,  1954, 
when  meat  was  decontrolled  and  derationed  the  Corporation,  faced  with 
the  responsibility  of  ensuring  that  adequate  slaughtering  facilities 
v/cro  available  for  the  Borough,  decided  to  operate  as  a  public 
slaughterhouse  the  premises  previously  occupied  by  the  Ministry. 

The  following  Table  gives  particulars  of  the  throughput  during 
the  first  28  weeks. 


Table  7.  Throughput  at  Public  Slaughterhouse 


Four  Weeks 

Ended 

Throughput 
(weekly  average) 

No.  of 
cattle 
units 
(cu)  * 

%  of  averag 
capacity 
(60  cu' s) 
% 

1954 

Cattle 

Ca.lv  es 

Sheep 

Pigs 

31st  July 

11 

16 

21 

35 

28th  August 

ii 

0 

17 

•  ' 

19 

27 

45 

25th  September 

15 

1 

• 

16 

18 

27 

45 

23rd  October 

16 

i 

18 

34 

37 

61 

20th  November 

16 

i 

26 

41 

42 

70 

18th  Pec ember 
1955 

13 

1 

24 

74 

55 

91 

15th  January 

13 

2 

1 

59 

44 

73 

•*  One  cattle  unit  equivalent  to  three  calves, 
five  sheep  or  two  pigs. 


Following  improvement  in  the  use  made  of  the  facilities  provide^ 
at  the  public  slaughterhouse,  the  slaughtering  charges  originally 
fixed  were  reduced  very  considerably  in  October,  1954. 


Applications  were  received  by  the  Corporation  from  four  persons 
for  the  grant  of  licences  authorising  them  to  keep  certain  premises 
as  slaughterhouses.  All  were  refused  on  public  health  grounds. 
Three  applicants  appealed  against  the  Corporation's  decision  and  in 
one  case  the  Court  varied  the  decision. 


The  Council,  pursuant  to  their  statutory  powers,  having 
a  public  slaughterhouse,  resolved  that  from  the  8th  October, 
fresh  licence  to  keep  premises  as  a  slaughterhouse  should  be 
by  them,  and  that  all  licences  then  in  force  should  cease  to 
eifcct  and  not  be  renewable.  The  Minister  of  Food  approved 
resolution. 


provided 
1954,  no 
granted 
have 
the 
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Milk  Supply 


There  are  66  distributors  on  the  Register,  which  figure  includes 
50  distributors  who  sell  only  'Sterilised*  milk  from  shops.  I  have 
no  record  of  milk  being  sold  unbottled,  and  records  indicate  that  all 
is  either  heat-treated  or  tuberculin  tested. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1943  - 
1954,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) (Past eurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949  -  1953,  92  licences  were  issued  during  the. 
year  authorising  the  sale  of  graded  milks.  20  of  these  were  in 
respect  of  'Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)',  21  in  respect  of 
'Pasteurised*  and  51  in  respect  of  '„St erilised'  milk. 


Table  8.  Graded  Milks!  Sampling  Records 


Grade  of  Milk 

Test  applied 

Methylene  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Turbidity 

Past  eurised. 

35 

35 

- 

Sterilised 

- 

9 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

6 

6 

- 

All  samples  were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 

Three  samples  were  taken  for  biological  examination  for  the 
detection  of  tuberculosis:  negative  results  were  recorded  in  each 
case. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  3  registered  dairies  in  the 
Borough.  Conditions  were  satisfactory. 

Generally,  the  standard  of  distribution  is  satisfactory.  Minor 
violations  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  have  been  noted,  but 
formal  action  has  been  unnecessary.  All  shop3  from  which  milk  is 
sold  comply  with  the  relevant  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
Regulations  and  Byelaws. 


Ice-Cream 


The  places  where  ice-cream  is  manufactured,  stored  and  sold  have 
been  visited  as  necessary  and  81  samples  of  ice-cream  have  been 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  bulk  of  ice-cream 
sold  in  the  Borough  is  not  manufactured  here.  Two  factories  are 
registered,  although  one  of  these  has  been  used  for  storage  only.  At 
the  other  the  'complete  cold  mix'  method  'was  used.  62  other  premises 
are  registered  for  sale  and  storage  only.  A  high  standard  of  hygiene 
has  been  maintained. 

There  is  no  test  for  the  bacteriological  grading  of  ice-cream 
which  is  considered  satisfactory  for  use  as  a  statutory  test,  but  on 
the  provisional  grading  at  present  practised  the  81  samples  of  ice¬ 
cream  taken  during  the  year  may  be  grouped  as  follows: - 

63  fell  into  Grade  1 
12  "  "  Grade  2 

2  "  "  Grade  3 

4  "  "  Grade  4 
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No  sample  should  fall  into  Grade  4:  the  offending  samples  had 
not  been  manufactured  in  the  Borough  and  the  matter  was  taken  up  with 
the  outside  authorities  concerned.  Regarding  other  grades  it  is 
interesting  to  compare  these  with  (1)  the  official  standard,  (2)  the 
position  in  1947,  when  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.) 
Regulations,  1947,  came  into  operation;  (3)  the  position  in  1948 
and  (4)  1953,  and  (5)  figures  for  the  present  year:- 


Table  9.  Ice-Cream  Grading 


Grade 

Official 

Figures  for  - 

Standard 

% 

1947 

% 

1948 

% 

1953 

% 

1954 

% 

1 

Not  less 
than  50 

37 

70 

78 

71 

and  2 

Not  less 
than  80 

63 

83 

89 

93 

3 

Not  more 
than  20 

37 

13 

6 

2 

Rood  Premises 

The  conditions  under  which  food  for  sale  is  prepared  and  handled 
in  factories,  warehouses,  shops,  etc.,  in  the  Borough,  have  again 
received  attention  from  the  Department,  although,  due  to  a  change  in 
personnel,  the  Department  worked  one  Inspector  short  for  a  period  of 
seventeen  weeks,  and  this  resulted  -  as  in  the  previous  year,  when  a 
similar  change  occurred  -  in  inadequate  attention  being  given  to  food 
hygiene  work.  Of  the  256  premises  in  the  Borough  on  which  food  for 
sale  is  manufactured,  stored  or  sold,  only  20  were  inspected  more  than 
twice  in  the  year,  23  were  inspected  twice,  95  only  once,  and  110  were 
not  inspected  at  all.  Table  10  gives  statistics  relating  to  the 
inspections  made.  This  work  would  appear  to  call  for  more  attention 
in  the  future. 

Referring  to  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MF  12/49  on  the  subject  of 
Clean  Food  Campaigns  the  Department  has  again  concentrated  on  its 
statutory  responsibilities  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and 
Regulations  and  Byelaws  made  thereunder,  rather  than  on  the 
organising  of  Exhibitions  and  Clean  Food  Guilds.  The  staff  is 
already  fully  occupied  on  essential  services,  and  as  much  time  as 
possible  has  been  spent  with  food  handlers  at  the  place  of  employment, 
stressing  the  fundamentals  of  hygienic  handling. 

The  following  Table  gives  some  figures  indicative  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment'  s  activities  in  this  field,  but  it  will  be  realised  in  work  of 
this  type  figures  have  a  limited  signif icance . 


Table  10.  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 


Year 

1952 

1953 

1954 

No.  of  visits  paid  to  food 
premises  (excluding  M&rkets) 

352 

225 

221 

No.  of  food  rooms  inspected 

902 

588 

537 

No.  of  section  13  offences  noted 

102 

140 

152 

No.  of  section  13  offences 
outstanding  at  end  of  year 

38 

86 

12 

No.  of  offences  against  the 
byelaws 

85 

104 

74 

No.  of  byelaw  offences 
outstanding  at  end  of  year 

21 

47 

3 

-  16  - 


Registration  of  Hawkers  of  Food  and  their  Storage  Premises 


Section  76  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers) 

Act,  1951?  became  operative  in  the  Borough  during  1952.  This  section 
provides  for  the  registration  of  food  hawkers  and  their  storage 
premises. 

If  it  appears  to  the  local  authority  that  the  public  health  is 
likely  to  be  endangered  by  any  act  or  default  (relating  to  the  quality, 
storage  or  distribution  of  food)  of  a  person  who  has  applied  for 
registration,  or,  in  the  case  of  his  premises,  they  do  not  satisfy  a 
prescribed  standard,  an  applicant  may  be  refused  registration. 

During  the  year  application  was  made  by  four  food  hawkers  for 
registration.  Registration  was  accorded,  bringing  the  total  number 
registered  to  38. 


PART  D 

MISCELLANEOUS  DUTIES 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

This  Act  is  designed  to  secure  the  use  of  clean  filling  materials 
in  upholstered  articles.  Regulations  have  been  issued  prescribing 
the  standards  of  cleanliness  applicable  for  the  purpose  of  the  Act  in 
relation  to  the  various  kinds  of  filling  materials  used. 

The  Act  provides  for  the  registration  with  the  local  authority  of 
premises  where  filling  materials  of  types  specified  in  the  Act  are 
used  in  manufacturing  articles  of  upholstery,  and  creates  a  number  of 
offences  including  the  use  of  prescribed  filling  materials  on 
unregistered  premises  and  the  presence  of  unclean  filling  materials  on 
registered  premises : 

Two  premises  are  registered  with  the  Corporation,  and  the  one 
sample  of  filling  material  taken  in  1954  satisfied  the  statutory 
standards  of  cleanliness  as  indicated  by  prescribed  tests. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

This  Act  provides  for  the  licensing  of  pet  animal  shops  by  the 
local  authority,  who,  before  granting  a  licence,  must  be  satisfied  thal 

(a)  Animals  will  at  all  times  be  kept  in  accommodation  suitable 

as  respects  size,  temperature,  lighting,  ventilation  and 
cleanliness ; 

(b)  Animals  will  be  adequately  supplied  with  suitable  food  and 

drink  and  (so  fax  as  necessary)  visited  art  suitable 
infc  ervals; 

(c)  Mammals  will  not  be  sold  at  too  early  an  age; 

(d)  All  reasonable  precautions  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the 

spread  among  animals  of  infectious  diseases; 

(e)  Appropriate  steps  will  be  taken  in  case  of  fire  or  other 

emergency. 

During  the  year  4  applications  were  made  for  renewal  of  licences 
In  all  cases  licences  were  granted  subject  to  prescribed  conditions. 

Rodent  Control  Service 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  so  far  as  this  realtes  to 
rodent  infestation.  Regular  measures  are  taken  to  ensure  as  far 
as  practicable  the  freedom  from  infestation  of  all  premises  under 
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their  control;  owners  and  occupiers  of  infested  properties  are 
reminded  of  their  responsibilities  under  the  Act,  and  a  Rodent  Control 
Service  is  maintained  by  the  Corporation,  available  to  householders 
free  of  charge  and  to  others  at  a  charge  which  just  covers  the  cost  of 
treatment.  The  Act  places  on  local  authorities  a  specific  duty  to 
inspect  their  district  for  infestation,  and  roughly  two-thirds  of  the 
senior  rodent  operative*  s  time  is  spent  on  the  discovery  of 
inf est at ions. and  allied  duties. 

The  following  Table  gives  statistics  relating  to  the  incidence  of 
infestation  and  to  disinfestation  measures  taken: - 

Table  11.  Rodent  Control  Statistics 


Class  of  Property 


Local 

Dwelling- 

Agricul- 

Business 

Authority 

houses 

tural 

and 

Total 

Industrial 

Number  of  Properties 
in  local  Authority*  s 

34 

7178 

I 

37 

1040 

8289 

District 

1 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result 
of  - 

(a)  Notification 

1 

35 

1 

25 

62 

(b)  Survey  under 

149 

the  Act 

20 

48 

9 

72 

(c)  Otherwise 

0 

6 

5 

82 

91 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  -which  were 
found  to  be  infested 

by  - 

0 

0 

(a)  Rats:  Major 

3 

1 

4 

Minor 

15 

47 

10 

21 

93 

(b)  Mice:  Major 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Minor 

3 

36 

0 

77 

116 

Number  of  infested 

210 

properties  treated 
by  Local  Authority 

21 

82 

10 

97 

Total  treatments 
carried  out  including 
re-treatments 

25 

93 

13 

115 

246 

Number  of  ’Block* 
control  schemes 
carried  out 

3 

12 

0 

8 

23 

This  Table  covers  the  12  months  ending  31st  March,  1955. 


The  Council  have  continued  their  membership  of  the  Rodent  Control 
Planning  and  Advisory  Committee  which  comprises  respresentatives  of 
several  local  authorities  in  this  area,  and  whose  functions  include 
those  of  stimulating  and  maintaining  interest  and  activity  throughout 
the  area  in  rodent  control  administration. 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT 


\ 


Complying  with  Article  27  of  the  Sanitary 

Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1933 


A.  Nature  and  Number  of  Inspections  made  by  the  Corporation’ s 
Sanitary  Inspectors  and  assistant  staff  during  1954. 


Nature  Number 

Public  Health  Act,  1956 


Regulated  Premises  Inspections: 

Moveable  dwellings  and  sites  12 

Offensive  trades  48 

Workplaces  (not  factories)  6 

Statutory  Nuisance  Inspections: 

Initial  inspections  180 

Other  inspections  503 

Atmospheric  Pollution: 

Industrial  smoke  observations  103 

Visits  to  boiler  plant  31 

Pollution  investigations  (deposit  and 
sulphur  oxides  sampling,  etc.)  147 

Verminous  Infestation  Inspections  (including 
visits  to  prospective  tenants  of  Corporation 
houses)  486 

Infectious  Disease,  etc.,  Enquiries  25 

General  Sanitation  and  Drainage  Inspections: 

Dwellinghouses  550 

Other  premises  59 

Water  Supplies: 

Sampling  -  Public  supplies  121 

Swimming  bath  waters  108 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
Enquiries  and  Inspections  231 


Factories  Act,  1937 


Inspections  for  Sanitary  Condition: 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  82 
Factories  without  mechanical  power  11 
Inspections  of  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  2  0 
Outworkers  premises  2 


Shops  Act,  1950 

Shops  inspected  for  welfare  provisions  81 


Housing  Acts,  1936  and  1949 

Housing  Conditions: 

Inspections  for  housing  defects  and  works  in 
progress  (excluding  Public  Health  Act 

inspections)  201 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations  10 
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Nature 


Number 


Housing  Acts,  1936  and  1949  (-continued) 

Overcrowding : 

Case  investigations  64 

Dwellinghouses  measured  up  for  'permitted 
number'  data  29 

Improvement  Grant  Inspections:  137 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938  and  1930 

Meat  Inspection: 

Visits  to  Abattoir  for  meat  inspection  429 

Number  of  carcases  examined  at  Abattoir  9,288 

Knackers  Yard  4 

Milk  Supplies: 

Investigations  under  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949  22 

Investigations  under  Special  Designations 
Regulations,  1949  -  1954  32 

Sampling  53 

Ic  e-C  ream : 

Investigations  under  Ice-Cream  (Heat 
Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations  - 

Manufacture  2 

Retailing  9 

Sampling  81 

Other  Foods: 

Visits  to  shops,  etc.,  for  food  inspection  172 

Food  Premises  Inspections: 

Pasteurising  plant  and  dairies  7 

Premises  under  Public  Health  (Meat) 

Regulations  18 

Rooms  under  section  13  537 

Premises  under  section  14  - 

Ice-Cream  and  preserved  food,  etc.  32 

Investigations  under  Food  Handling  Byelaws:  257 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Inspections  of  premises  for  infestation,  hygiene, 
proofing,  etc.  (including  inspections  made  by 
Senior  Rodent  Operative)  656 

Inspections  under  Threshing  and  Dismantling  of 
Ricks  Regulations  30 

Sewer  manholes  tested  for  infestation  82 

Rag:  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1551 

Sampling  and  inspection  of  records  1 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Inspection  of  premises  and  investigations  following 
applications  for  licences  4 
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Staffing 


I  have  already  made  reference  to  the  difficulties  occasioned 
v/ hen  seventeen  weeks  elapsed  between  the  resignation  of  a  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  the  appointment  of  his  successor.  In  April  the 
Health  Committee  considered  the  commitments  of  the  Department  and 
recommended  to  the  Council  that  the  Establishment  of  Sanitary 
Inspectors  -  fixed  in  1938  -»  should  be  increased  by  one;  despite 
repeated  advertisement  of  the  post,  there  were  no  applicants. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


1 

\ 


!  | 

!  M.R.San.I. ,  M.S.I.A. 

1 \Jv\y  \i  \ 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector' s  Office, 
Municipal  Offices, 

Pontefract . 


July,  1955. 
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